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BOOK NOTICE 

Cji.ari.i ,s B. 1 Ihi.ai r. 2003. Weeds in My Garden: Observations on Some Misunder- 
stood Plants. (.ISBN 0-88192-562-4, hbk.). Timber Press, Ine., 133 S.W Sec- 
ond Avenue, Suite 450, Portland, OR 97204-3527, U.S.A. (Orders: 
vvvvw.tim berpress.com, 800-327-5680, 503-227-2878, 503-227-3070 la.x). 
$22.95, 260 pp„ 29 color photos, 30 line drawings, 5 1/2” x 8". 

1 ‘ 1 'oin thodusi jacket: “Weeds, by their nature, get around. This book treats about 140 weeds, and inc^re 
than hall these ina\ be lound throughcnit most c>l North America. Manx' were originally native to 
eastern Nort h America, and oi hers I irst came 1 rom ITirasia. The am hor chooses weeds that have lound 
their wa\' into“hisgarden,” the botany lixperimental k'ieldat Indiana University where he hasgmwn 
plants lor nu3re than hall a ceniurx', 

Reaeling through I leiser's wc>nderlul hook c>n wee(.ls brought back pleasant childhood memo- 
ries. lT3r I know weeds I rom a dil lerent kind o( “garden,” tny dad’s cotton I ield in southwestern C")kla- 
homa. Had was a coition larmei' and a good one at that. 13eing beam during cotton harx'cst time (in the 
tall) in the middle oi the 20"' centurx'. mother tells me 1 marie m\' lirst trip to a C(Mton lield at tlie 
cTirly ageol a lew (.lays t(3 one week. It w'as there in those cotton tields back lu^mc where 1 had m\’ lirst 
and up ck^se encininters with [slants, albeit cotton plants. I didn't do an\' collecting (not that 1 re- 
member) except lor l(Ms ot sleep in t he sha(.le ol the rent (an wagcvi. 1 occasuaial l\’ tcx”ik a vide cknvn the 
ciXtcm rows on the top ol mot hers cotton sack, by ilie time coiti'm is reai.!)' to harwst most ol the 
weeds haw been pret t y much eliminated I rom the “garrien" b\’ eit her a cult ix'ator or by a hoe. /\s I got 
okler 1 (.lisccwerci.! weerls through “chopping cotton” with a luv. aiul it (,li(.ln’t take long to learn that 
4 hopping (, inton,” meant cliopping weeds. Ua(.l taught me— early in life— my first lessonsin identilx'- 
ing |3lants (weeds). Positive “i(.lentil ication” of cottiui (ield “wee(.ls” was ol the utmost importance; 
(.lad marie sure ol that, lor Vhopjdng cott(.>n” was all about weerl idem il icat ion ... that is, all ol the 
“un wanterb |dants gnnving sometimes intimately wit h t hrTse beaut ilul ax I(N 1 j^lants. What isa weed? 
k'or me it was any plant but cotton?- /kirncv Lipsnfmh, B(Uin}inil RcsctUi h Inslilulc oj /c.vus, 504 

/h'ciOi Slu'd. I'iff l Whf ih. !\\ 70/t)2-40h0. ( US.A., hdrncv^hril.o/v. 
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